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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGRRCY
OFFICE OF CURRERT INTELLIGERCE
October 7, 1952

Hemorandur on ﬁtilin's articis in Bolshovik
Trom Soviet Division

1. The article is written in the form of "notes”
datad Pebruary 1252 on the draft eof a new political econo-
milc textbook discusaed at & previcus unpublicized Rovembter
1681 meeting of scholars, In sddition there are answers
by Stalin to subsequent comments and guestions made Y}y the
scholars on the basis ¢f the "notes™.

2., $talin is not reviging Commumist theory, even
thoagh he discards two ecarliier "economic laws", one lenin's,
the other his own. He appears to be redefining and adding
to certain earlier, basic Marxist comncepts which wore pos-
tulated by Marxz and Engels as applicable under capitaliszm
and by Leuin both wnder capitalism amd the early days of ths
socialist state. Etalin is bringiag thess concepts up tc
dats ia order to give them validity in presen: phase of
trassition from socialism to communism.

3. Vhile the bulk of the article considers probless
conceraing the traasition from sccialism to capiialiss, - o
Stalin does make wome observations on the capitalist world
which farnish clues &s to future SBoviet policy.

(a) ¥ar iz inevitable msoc long as imperialism con-
tinves teo axist, but war between capitalist
atatos is more likely tham between the capi-~
talist worid and the communiat orbit. This
is so becauss of the divigion of world mar-
kets today betwesn communiss and capitalism.
Just s the war in 1238 began betwesa capi-
talist states over shrinking rarkets so when
Germany and Japan have been rebuilt by the
Hest & siwilar falling out in tho capitalist
world is likely. The capitalist world is less
likely to attack the USSR bscause whers capi-
talist wars pose oaly the guestion of ths sujp-—
romacy of asome capitalist countrivs, war be-
twoen carpitaliss and communism poses the quos~
ticn of the coatinued existenca of capitmlism
itself. In this conasction, &talin does not
attempt to explaim Hitler's eastward wmarch.
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(b) 1a advancing this line Stalin zeanmsg to be

{c)

1)

assuagiag internal fears that war la ilsminent
betweon the USSE and the capitalist world.
Thus, according to Marxist theory, If the
United States were now the omnly super capita-
list pover left, then communizts throughout
tho world wvould heve to comsider that a zapi-
talist attack was iandeed the next logical
evont in higtory. However, by maintainiag
that the US has not reached this position and
hy pointing to the weakening of the capitalist
world after each world war, %talin suggests
that after another capitalist war the socia-
l1ist world may find that an armagoddeon will
not be necessary.

Although ths guestion of peacs at present is
thooretically a temporary ons, Btalia's pre-
sent writing appears to anvisage a mors or
less leagthy period of coexistenca, This
wouild seem to be A slight change from th:
Zhdsnov/anti-Varga line which held the collapse
of the capitalist worid to be imminent.

However, the ability tc =aintain oven a i{om-
porary peace aprears to rest on dissolving
the aggressive western alliance and isclating
the United States as the principal aggresscr,
To combat this alliance SBtalin eadeavers to
unake the peace movement a more aprealing se-
dium for use by acn-communists., He carelully
distinguishes between WPC goals and US8R do-
sires. Accordingly, the ¥PC is only ilnteres-
ted in replacing eoxisting bslligerznt govern~
ments with others mors resdy o preserve a
tomporary peacs, and does not try to achieve
socialiss ia any particular couatry. (Ia
line with this it is significant that the
Harty-Tillon group did not peramit proper sn~
phasis on the Hoscov line that all ills stem
frox US imperialism. Purthervore Zennan's
recall while stemming primarily from a desire
to exclude him parscually was alsc probaxl
intended to give additienal waralag to Zurops
of the Kremlin's attitude towards the U8 as
the primary orgasiser of aggression.)
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4, The bulk of the memorandunm written in hisz own style
- and worked out in iatrieate dialectics is om the yprobles of
traasition :rem socialism to communisam,

(s) Stalin lays down three basic preliminary con-
ditions for transition.

(1) Steady growth of the sconory of the Hoviet
bloc, primarily of heavy industry;

(2) Gradual tramsformation of collactive farams
to state farms, in order to eliminate a
mORey sconomy;

(3) Extemsion of aducational epportunities.

(d) 4t the present time thexe are some differeacas
' betweon the urban aend rural class, intellec-
tual aad physical labor, .In the fulure es-
sential differences can be erased but nom-eS-~
sential onss will mever dissappaar.

{¢) With the sxteasion of socislise in the majority
of tha countries of the world the stats in thes
UBSE will wither away and leave soclely, or-
ganizaed as a central economic organ, hair to
nationalized property.

(d) Imn contrast to his previous ideological posi-
tion, Stalin now seems to feel that ths state
can wither away before the achievement of com-
punism, if socialism can be effected in tha
majority of the countries of the world, The
achievement of comsunism, howsver, is rele-
gated to the indefinite future,
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